CHAPTER XII

TOWARDS the end of 1809 the Emperor had placed all the
army corps in Spain under the orders of his brother Joseph;
but as he was no soldier. Napoleon only allowed him a
nominal authority, and, by making Soult chief of the staff,
gave him the real command of all the French troops in the
.south of Spain. While these were successful in capturing
Seville and Cordova, and even investing Cadiz, the seat of the
governing junta, General Suchet was administering Aragon
&nd Valentia, most of the fortified towns in which he
had taken by siege. Saint-Cyr and Augereau were active
in Catalonia, where the warlike population was defending
itself with vigour. The troops of the Young Gxiard were
steadily keeping up an irregular warfare against the guerrillas
of Navarre and the northern provinces. Generals Bonnet
and Drouet occupied Biscay in the Asturias; Ney held the
province of Salamanca, and Junot that of Yallaclolid. The
French had evacuated Galicia, the country being too poor to
maintain our troops. Such was, in brief, the position of our
armies in Spain when Mass6na entered Portugal after taking
Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida. His troops were composed
as follows. The second corps of veterans from Austerlitz,
who had been under Soult the previous year at Oporto, and
whom General Reynier now commanded with Merle and
Heudelet as generals of division; the sixth corps, also
veteran^ commanded by Ney, the divisions being under
Marchand, Loison, and Mermet; the eighth corps, composed
of moderately good troops, commanded in chiefly Junot, with
Solignac and Clausel, the future marshal, as generals of
division; two divisions of ca^aliy ^                        and ahe Ghiadiana, and reached Merida on
